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SUBJECT: PROPOSED ADB TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR 

OUTREACH PROGRAMS IN VEGETABLE RESEARCH PROJECT 

DEPARTMENT PASS AID AND NAC AGENCIES 

MANILA PASS USADB 

1. EMBASSY STRONGLY ENDORESED ADB MANAGEMENT'S 
PROPOSAL TO FINANCE FOREIGN EXCHANGE COSTS OF 
ASIAN VEGETABLE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
(AVRDC) OUTREACH EXPERIMENTAL FIELD PROGRAM FOR 
VEGETABLE RESEARCH IN KOREA, PHILIPPINES AND THAILAND. 

2. DEDICATED IN OCTOBER 1973, AVRDC HAS MOVED AHEAD 
RAPIDLY TO DEVELOP A RESEARCH AND TRAINING PROGRAM 
WHICH PROMISES SEVERAL IMPORTANT BREAKTHROUGHS IN 
CULTIVATION AND PRODUCTION OF SIX PRINCIPAL AREA 
VEGETABLE CROPS. THROUGH MASSIVE CROSSINGS OF AN 
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ADVANCES HAVE BEEN OBTAINED IN DISEASE AND INSECT 
RESISTANCE, HEAT TOLERANCE, IMPROVED PLANT TYPE AND 
ENHANCED YIELD AND NUTRITIONAL POTENTIAL. AVRDC 
HAS CONDUCTED BASIC BUT VERY PERTINENT RESEARCH 
IN PLANT PHYSIOLOGY, ENTOMOLOGY, PLANT PATHOLOGY AND 
BIOCHEMISTRY. AVRDC'S FINDINGS, ITS SEGREGATING 
LINES AND DATA ON IMPROVED PLANT TYPES, ON NUTRITIONAL 
VALUE AND ON MAJOR INSECTS AND DISEASES ATTACKING 
SIX CROPS SHOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO AVRDC PARTICI- 
PATING COUNTRIES WHERE VARIETAL SELECTION FOR HOT. 
HUMID TROPICS, AS WELL AS COOLER CLIMES OF KOREA 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE. 

3. ADB COMMITMENT OF $390,000 TO AVRDC PROPOSED 
OUTREACH FIELD PROGRAM WOULD EXTEND AVRDC RESEARCH 
TO THREE ADDITIONAL COUNTRIES AND FURTHER AFFIRM 
ITS TRULY ASIAN CHARACTER. THE CENTER'S POTENTIAL 
FOR MAKING A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO 
INCREASING YIELD AND NUTRITIONAL QUALITY OF AREA 
PROTEIN CROPS AND TO BOOSTING FOOD SUPPLY IN EAST 
ASIA IS UNQUESTIONED. THEREFORE, EMBASSY STRONGLY URGES 
FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSED ADB GRANT TO 
THE AVRDC OUTREACH PROGRAM. UNGER 
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